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CIROULAR LETTER 


| dagen the important 1 * Three 1 
Perſons in the © Godhead; eternal and perſonal 
Election; the original Guilt and Depravity of Man- 
. kind; particular Redemption; free Juſtification 1 
the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; efficacious 
Grace in Regeneration; the final Perſeverance of Ml 
| the, W 609; the LG Rk of PL Chutches, 
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\Þ4 the - good 17 of God fine us, He wh war 15 ae, 
had a comfortable and peaceful interview ; and we truſt, an 
; F encouraging meaſure of the Lord's aflifting preſence," in all 
dur concerns a, to our propoſed end in meeting, for which” 
we bleſs his name, and; from which we have animating hopes for 
the time. to come. The churches are in peace, but we are con- 
Ferne that in molt of them there is either no addition, or bur 
ſmall increaſe ; and their complaints of the want of life and power 
in religion, are pitiable, yet not general; for ſeveral S 8 
the Lord's preſence, and a few have had remarkable ownin 1 
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but we have ſeen no reaſon as yet, why we ſhould give up the ſenri- 
ments we profefs, or give over the chriſtian conrſe we purſue: We 
therefore perſiſt in our mutual endeavours to animate one another 
in the ways of holineſs, and build up each other in our moſt holy 
faith. The acceptance and ſucceſs of our paſt attempts to explain 


and vindicate the ſentiments we own at the beginning of our letter, 


encourage us to go on. At this time it will be our province to vin- 
dicate the efficacious Grace of God in Regeneration: A ſubje& dear to 
all who know their weakneſs and unworthineſs; who are glad to 
find that this is ſo clearly contained in the word, rejoice when they 
can fee it has laid hold of them, and feel its continued influence 
on their hearts and lives. . ; 


in diſcuſfing this God-honouring and ſoul- relieving ſubject of 
efficacious Grace in Regeneration, (which none can be enemies to, 
but thoſe who are ignorant of their own cafe, and averſe to their 


own good) we propoſe to enquire into, and as helped of the Lord, 


to treat about the neceſſity, nature, author, and effects or evidences 
of it, wherever it takes place. | | 


* , Firſt, Regeneration is nocelliry os every ſpiritual good in us, to 
be performed, or enjoyed by us. 


is appears from the nature of 
man, being only carnal. blind, perverſe, dead in treſſ and ſins, 
born in fin, gone aſtray from the womb, every imagination of the 
heart evil contirmally, deceitful above all things, and deſperately 
wicked ; from the abundance thereof, what abominations proceed ! 
according to the infallible teſtimony of him who knoweth what is 


in man, Matt. xv. 19. This juſt, but awful picture, proves the ab- 


ſolute need of a great change, in order to man's poſſeſſing any ſpi- 
ritual good. | 11 | 

The ſolemn, repeated affirmation of our Lord on this ſubject, de- 
ſerves our cloſeſt attention, John iii. 3, 5, 7. Yerily, verily 1 ſay unto 


 rhee, except a man be born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God, &c. 


If we underſtand the kingdom of God to ſignify the goſpel, we 
cannot perceive its myſteries, receive its comforts, nor fulfil its ob- 
ligations, except we are born again. Though the natural man, 


from the clearneſs of revelation, may aſſent to truths, (as the de- 


vils believe, and tremble) yet he cannot ſee the glory, taſte the 


' ſweetneſs, nor feel the power of them; doth not receive the truth 
in love, neither embrace the promiſes and kind invitations of the 


goſpel. -| Without ſpiritual light, how can he behold the glory of 
the Lord; in the glaſs of goſpel ordinances, ſo as to be changed in- 
to the ſame image, from glory to glory, or receive benefit thereby; 


ſee the King in his beauty, in the galleries of his grace, and have. 


delightful fellowſhip with the family ? (2 Cor. ili. 18.) It is need- 
ful 25 our conſolation : We cannot know we are loved with an e- 
verlaſting love, till we are drawn with loving kindneſs ; or that our 


names are written in heaven, till the laws of God are wrote in our 


hearts. We can have no evidence of our adoption, without the na- 


ture of God's children. Grace communicated, is the fruit of 1 0 
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with Chriſt, Juſtification is enjoyed by faith, whereby the ſoul is 
brought acquainted with, and lives on, the fulneſs of Chriſt. 
Without holineſs, none can have communion with God here, any 
more than hereafter. Amos iii. 3. 1 Johni. 3. And though it is 
the duty of all to pray and praiſe, hear and obey, yet without a 
new principle, we can do nothing ſpiritual and evangelical. The 
tree muſt be made good, before it can bring forth good fruit, Matr. 


, 


Xxii. 33, 34s 35+. | 


If regeneration appears ſoindifpenſibly neceſſary toa goſpelchurch 
ſtate, what ſhall we think of the ſtate of glory? Mot certainly the 
unclean, no more than the unrighteous, ſhall enter into the king- 
dom of God above: The pure in heaft o7ly, ſhall ſee God, ſo as to 
enjoy him. Without ſanRification, which is begun in regenera- 
tion, we have ho meetneſs for the heavenly inheritance, which ſhall 
be poſſeſſed by the ſaints in light, Cal. i. 12. We are not naturally 
diſpofed for the company, enjoyments, or work of heaven, It 


would be contrary to the purpoſe of God, to admit any to heaven 


without regeneration. His people are choſen to be holy, aud with- 


out blame before him in love. The divine purpoſe has ſo connected 


the end with the means, that the one cannot be attained without 


the other: Choſen to ſalvation, through ſanctiſcation of the Spirit, and 


belief of the truth. —Predeſtinated to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
&c. The golden chain, is plain and firm, Rom. viii. 29, 30. Hoping 
you are excited to proper attention, we go on to explain the nature 
of this ſubject. | | 3 


- Secondly, Regeneration is the formation of the divine image 
upon the foul, whereby it is diſpoſed and enabled, under God's in- 
Huence, to hear his voice, turn to, and walk with him. Man, in 
his firſt creation, was made in the image, and after the likeneſs of 
his Maker, Ger. i. 26, 27. This image was defaced by fin, and an 
oppoſite one took place, which is earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh, 
Sin is the devib's image; hence the wicked are ſaid to be of their 
father the devil, John viii. 44. But holinefs is the image of God, 
and deſcriptive of his children; therefore in regeneration, this is 
inſtamped upon the foul ; called a new man, a new creature; (or 
the happy ſubject of it is ſo denominated)— Alſo, a new heart, or 
new ſpirit; nat new faculties, but new qualities, which conſiſt in 
knowledge, righteouſneſs, and true holineſs; ſee pb. iv. 24. Col. 


ini. 10. From, theſe and other ſcriptures, we learn, that regenera- 


tion is an inward or heart work; nothing outwardly, or merely in 
the head, comes up to it. Nat all outward reformation, attended 
with external devotion in the ute of ordinances; yea, knowledge 
in the theory even of the goſpel, attended with morality - and libe- 
rality, may be without this real change; though, where true grace 
is wrought, moſt certainly theſe things will follow in ſome genuine 


degree. Again, it is general as well as genuine; as ſin infected, 


o Rb renews the whole man; yet we muſt obſerve, though it is 
a bleffed leaven that leaveneth the whole, it is not perfect in any 
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of grace; and perfection of parts, not of degrees; (as the ſimile o 


a child of compleat parts, compared with maturity, has happily il- 
luſtrated this fubjet)— But we would add, that as it is in the na- 
ture of grace m deſire full perfection, ſo let none indulge ſloth, but 
imitate. Paul, Phil. iii. 10, — 15. And we remark, for the comfort 
of ſuch who groan under a ſenſe of the body of ſin, that this good 


work ſhall certainly be compleated, and crowned alſo. He wha 


gives grace, will give glory. How glad ſhould we be to enlarge 
(but we have not room) on ſo needful and delightful a ſubject, by 
ſhewing how grace enlightens the underſtanding, bows the will, 
raiſes the affections, purges the memory, and purifies the conſcience z 
In ſhort, influences every poker of the ſoul, every ſenſe and mem- 
ber of the body, to holineſs, notwithſtanding it meets with con- 
ſtant oppoſition from the fleſh, the world, and the devil, which 


makes the believer groan, being bhurdened.—It is now high time to 


conſider, 


2 0 Who is the author of this all-important work, You 
and we believe it is the Lord's work, (and it js marvellous in 
our eyes !) : becauſe we find it is aſcribed to God; to God in- 
definitely, as we often read of being 4orz of God, 1 John v. 1, 
4 18. To God perſonally: As God in all his perſons, was 
concerned in the firſt impreſſion of the divine image on man, 
Let us make man, fc. ſo alſo in the ſecond impreſſion of God's 
likeneſs. The Father, of his abundant mercy, begets to a 
lively hope: Of his own will he begets, by the word of truth; 


who is the Father of lights, from whom every good and perfect 


ift cometh.-— To God the Son, who guiciexs whom he will, like 
us divine Father; that all men ſhould honour the Son, as they honour 


. the Father. Every one that doth righteouſus/s, is born of him. It is 
y his power, that the people he came to fave are made willing to 


be ſaved by him, from the power, as. well as from the dreadful wa; 
ges of ſin; to be made holy, as well as happy.-— To God the 
oly Spirit, moſt commonly, as he is engaged in covenant, by of- 
fice, to regenerate, call, convert, and ſanctify. all thoſe whom the 
Father choſe, and whom the Son purchaſed with his, own blood. 
"Theſe are ſaved, by the waſhing of regeneration, and the renewing of 
the Holy Ghoſt. They are born of water, and of the Spirit. acts 
ſovereignly and powerfully, though myſteriouſly, (like the wind) 
o is every one that is born of the Spirit. This work is attributed 
to God abſolutely, to the excluſion of all other cauſes, which ſeems 
to be included in theſe particulars, nt of blood, though the moit 
noble, ſeeing all is equally tainted with fin ; nor of the will of the 


Aab, for the carnal mind is enmity againſt God; a home-born ſlave; 


nor of the will of man; not the beſt of men, they have no oil to 
ſpare; ſo it muſt be only of G.. . 
Mere it needful after ſo many ſcripture: teſtimonies, to add any 


thing more, many arguments might be produced; as, for inflance, 


the nature of the work proves God is the agent; none but God 
can create; and we were ſo utterly ruined, that nothing leſs than 


He acts 


divine power could make us a-new. Who but God can give * 
; | and 
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and raiſe the dead? The Father raiſetb up the dead, and guickeneth 
them; fo the Son alſo quickeneth whom he will. Tou hath he quickentd, 
zvho Were dead in tre/paſſes and fins; by the ſame exceeding great- 
neſs of his power, whereby Chriſt was raiſed from the dead. 


Without mentioning other arguments, we obſerve, with pleaſure. 

and gratitude, this work God doth appropriate to himſelf, and 
has promiſed to perform. See Jer. xxxii. 39, 40. 'Ezek..x1. 19, 20. 
xxxvi. 26, 27. Great encouragement this to pray, verie 37. 
Great occaſion for magnifying the name of the Lord. 5 


It is objected by ſome, that this account of things deſtroys the 
liberty and freedom of the human will. That God can turn the 
current of the ſoul, without violence to the will, muſt be owned; 
and that he does ſo, we maintain. Let it be obſerved, that man 
acts freely, according to the ſtate he is in: in the ſtate of inno- 
cence, man freely choſe that which was good; in his fallen ſtate, - 
he freely refuſeth ſpiritual good, and chuſeth moral evil. When 
regenerate, according to that nature, he freely abhors ſin, and clea- 
veth to that which is holy. We ought carefully to diſtinguiſh-be- 
tween the natural and moral freedom, or power of the will, which 
are often ſadly confounded. It is the moral freedom, . or power, 
man loſt by ſin, and not the natural : the will cannot be forced, 
nor is it by the powerful, efficacious, and unfruſterable operations 
of God's grace in regeneration; for though it was before unwil- 
ling to ſubmit to Chriſt, and his way of ſalvation, yet it is made wil. 
ling in the day of his power, without offering the leaſt violence; 
God working upon it, as one ſays, „with a ſweet omnipotence, 
* and an emnipotent ſweetneſs.” - We affirm, that though man is 
paſſive in the firſt quickening, or in regeneration, he is active, unden 
divine influence, in-converſion and ſanctification: and though we 
are perſuaded of the utter inability of man to any ſpiritual good, 
before the implantation of grace, yet know and freely own, men 
naturally have more power than they make uſe of for natural and 
civil actions, and common honeſty ; yea, for all the external duties 
of religion, as ſinging, praying, reading, hearing the word, and 
attendance on all public ordinances. Doubtleſs their vill not, is 
their can not, as to theſe things; but as to- ſpiritual acts, there is 
a cannot, as much, as will not: our Lord afferts both, Jobn v. 40. 
and chap. vi. 44, 65. Sinners will not cotne to Chriſt, as they are 


ſubjects of enmity againſt him: and they cannot come or believe 


in him, for want of a principle of faith, which is given in regene- 
ration, ; | , 0 . 41 14 


Some may think this doctrine diſcourages the uſe of means; but 
to us it is the chief, if not the only encouragement, to uſe all means 
of divine appointment, having many promiſes to attend them, and 
believing he is faithful who has appointed, and promiſed to ſucceed 
in his own way and time. - We have alſo our objections againſt the 
other ſide of che queſtion, as we think that ſcheme is calculated to 
feed the vanity of man, who is naturally very proud, though very 

t | miſerable, 
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miſerable, poor and wretched ; ſo that he may think he makes him- 
ſelf to differ ; for all muſt own a difference there mult be, as with- 
out regeneration there can be no ſalvation : and this change muſt 
be wrought, either by God or man ; if by man, will he not claim 
the glory? Yet all things are ordered, in providence and grace, to 
keep us dependent upon God, and that they that glory, ſhould glory 
an in the Lord, 1 Cor. i. 26—3 1. Beſides, there are many other 
difficulties, not to ſay abſurdities, on that ſide: had God waited 
for man's will to turn the ſcale, Chriſt might wholly have died in 
vain, and never ſeen of the travail of his ſoul, nor divided the ſpoil 
with the ſtrong, and ſo have loſt the joy ſet before him, and Satan 
kept and run away with the Whole, Za. Iiii. 11, 12. 


Fourthly, We come now, in the laft place, to name ſome effects and 
_ evidences of regeneration, whereby the nature of this moſt weighty 
and myſterious doctrine may be better known: 


1. Prayer is a ſign, as it is the breath of the new creature. 
God has no ſtill-born children: doubtleſs, when they are born 
again, they cry, Behold, he prayeth. Every one that is godly, ſhall 
pray. And though, like babes, we cannot ſpeak, nor utter our 
groans and fighs, our Father knows what we mean, and what we 


2. Delight in the word and ordinances, is a ſure ſign of regene- 


tation: as new born babes, they defire the ſincere milk of the word, that. 


thereby. The three thouſand received the word 

gay, Jo U. 41, - When the Lord opened the heart of Ly- 

a, Ihe attended unto the things that were ſpoken ; the things of 

God had hold of her heart, as we may gather by her cheerful obe- 
dierice, 48. xvi. 14, 15. So the jailer, ver. 31, 32, 33. 


3. The apoſtle john obſerves, the regenerate do not commit ſin; 


that is, live in ſin, or make a trade of it: yea, they cannot fig 
with their whole ſoul as heretofore, or according to their new na- 


ture. He did not dream of ſinleſs perfection, but wrote the con- 


trary, 1 Febni. 8. There is a warfare, and will be fo, whilſt here, 
Gal. v. 17. Cant. vi) 13. 


4. He informs vs, they do righteouſneſs, not for juſtification be. 
fore God, but from right principles of faith and love, to noble 


ends—the glory of God, and the good of their fellow men, 1 Job 
Ill. 6, 7, 9, 10. ; 


* 


5. They bave operative victorious faith, in the perſon, name, 
and ſtrength of Chriſt, 1 John v. 1, 4 | 


6. They who have paſſed from death to life, love the brethren z 
as they love him that begat, they love thoſe who are begotten of 
- him; all of them, though they walk net with them, if they appear 

to walk with God ; even thoſe whom they never ſaw, yet hear wy 
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1 
they are on the Lord's fide. This love is not only in words, but 


in deeds, according to circumſtances. 


7. They who are born again, as they are really concerned for 
their own ſouls firſt, ſo grace enlargeth their hearts to be greatly 


concerned, not only for their own relations, but all men. See this 
exemplified in the apoſtle Paul, as a minifter, Ads ix. 20. Row. 
chap. ix. and x. beginning of each, and his ſpeech before A ippa, 
Ads xxvi. 29. And parents alſo, as Abraham, David, and Solo- 

mon, for their children, to turn them in the way they ſnould go, 
in hopes, that when they are old, they will not depart from Br. 
lowing the Lord. Gen. xviii. 19, Prov. xxti. 6. Eph. vi. 4. 


From the neceſſity of regeneration, we may learn the 
we have to preach it, and for you to give the moſt earneſt heed to 
what we ſay according to the ſcripture ; and this appears more 


needful, as the limits of our letter will not permit us to do juſtice 


to any part of this very copious ſubje&. — Examine yourſelves, 
whether you know the nature of regeneration, by its effects and 
evidences; and pray much, for the Holy Spirit to ſhine on his 
own work, that you may have the comfort, and be helped to give 
God the glory. Though we cannot doubt, from the ſecret way of 
the Spirit's working, and the myſterious nature of the hidden man 
of the heart, but it may be where the ſoul is not fatisfied of its ex. 
iftence. See Mark iv. 26, &. Yet, as aſſurance is attainable, it 
is very deſirable for your comfort and uſefulneſs in life.” How 
needful then is it to die comfortably ? though, bleſſed be God, our 
ſafety does not depend upon our knowledge, yet our comfort does 
fo, in a great meaſure. And though it is impoſſible to fee and en- 

ter into the kingdom of God, without being born again, yet they 

who are regenerated ſhall ſurely come thither : Fear ab, Ata flock, 

it is your Father's good pleaſure to give you the kingdom. 


The Lord help you, and ns, to walk worthy of the high and 
heavenly calling; not to diſhonour our Father, nor wound qui 
elder brother Jeſus, in his name and intereft, nor grieve the Holy 
Ghoſt. May we be mutual helpers and comforts, in our ſtati 
to one another, as miniſters and people, in the faith and conft- 
dence, that he that hath begun the good work, will make it per- 
fect, as Chriſt, who is the author, is alſo the finiſher of faith, in 


whom we reſt your willing ſervants for his ſake. 


Signed at the requeſt, and on the behalf, of the whole aſ- 
ſembly, by | r 


JOHN EVANS, Moddjaton 
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- Tae/day evening, being met, after prayer and chuſing a modera- 
tor, the letters from the ſeveral churches being read 


taken of their contents, we concluded in 


other engagements; 


r 
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faith, quit you like men, be firbug 
_ Phil. ui. 8. Tea, - doubtleſs, and Tccunt all things but-leſs for the excel- 
lency of. the knowuledge- of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, £c.—The auditors be- 
the houſe could contain, though large and crowded, 
ged in the public ſervice could nor officiate in the 
| ut ſtood in a ſpacious window (the glaſs being taken off 
p ſo as to be heard by thoſe within, and the large concourſe 
"3 of people without.—ln the evening, at 5, Brother Moreton preached 
from Zech. iv. 7. He ſpall bring forth the bead fone thereof with out- 
ings crying, Grace! grace anoat! „ #2 
-. Thur/day morning we met, at 7 | 
periences, as miniſters, reſpecting the moſt material things in the 
year paſt; and we find it to be very endearing and helpiul.—The 
general letter, drawn up by Brother Evans, being read and ap- 
proved, he was appointed to ſign it in the name of the whole: This 
Aud other buſineſs continued the | 
hole was concluded with prayer, by Brother Foodman. 
he preſent ſtate of g us | 
"It was agreed to recommend days of faſting; the nature of which 
night, to good effect, be explained in a diſcourſe the preceding 
rd's day, as we deſire they ma 
meetings, whilſt our liberties are continued. 
Agreed to hold the next Aſſociation. at Kertering, i 


Hire, on Weane/aay in Whitfun-week. The Miniſters and Meſſen-: 
The Miniſters appointed to 


and Brother Gill: and in caſe of failure, 


ing more than 
thoſe that e 
pulpit, but 
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gers to meet. the even! 
reach, are Brother H 
rother Evans and One: Haag AP 6 6 
Added this year to the churfches— 
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Bleſſed be God, tis not a decrea 
creaſe in other Aſſociations. 


Next morning, at fix o'clock, we met again for p 
ts. At 10, the public meeting began; the wor- 
iſted of prayers, and finging ſeveral times, and diſcourſes 

from Brother Hall, on 1 Cor. xvi. 13. Watch ye, ſtand faft_ ia the 


„ and minutes 


rayer, and 


— And Brother Ryland, ſenior, on 


, for prayer, and relating our ex- 


meeting till about 12, when the. 


things among us, call 


ing for humiliation, 


y be well attended, and all church- 
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Coven Tar: P 


rinted by J. W. Pi Rev. 
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Increaſe— 8 


ſe; and that there is more in- | 


